GPS Word Search

Objective:  Gain experience in marking waypoints and in navigation to waypoints.

Materials:  GPS Units (at least one per team), 4 or 5 surveyor flags per team, student worksheet (not essential).

Suggested four letter words:  tear (rate); read (dear, dare); lose (sole); tarp (trap, part, rapt); over (rove); shoe (hose); draw (ward)

Suggested five letter words:  steak (stake, Kates), teams (steam, mates, meats); stove (vetoes, votes); paste (tapes); plate (pleat)

Procedure:  

1.  Teams of students are given four or five surveyor flags with marked with letters that can spell more than one word. They select a word spelled by their flags.

2.  Students should clear all previous waypoints from their GPS units.

3.  Teams then plant the flags in order in a large open field and mark each flag as a waypoint with consecutive numbers.  Flags should be no closer than ten meters from any other flag of any other team.  After each waypoint is recorded, students should make sure that they have recorded only one waypoint in their GPS for that flag.  At the end, each GPS unit from that team should have one waypoint for each flag (4 or 5 waypoints).

4.  Have teams trade GPS units and navigate to the unknown waypoints in numerical order (not by proximity) to spell the word created by another team.  Collect the flags as you go to keep them together for future classes. 

Alternate approach - if you have only one GPS per team, make it a relay race with each team member handing it off to the next person in line to find the word.

Student Worksheet for GPS Word Search

My GPS Unit Number _______________

Name _____________________________________

My Word 
_______
______

______

______

______

New GPS Unit Number _____________ Obtained from ______________________________________

Found Word 
_______
______

______

______

______

