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Date: __October, 2005_              Subject::  ____Language Arts_______    
Grade:  __8___
VA SOL: _L.A. 8.2, L.A. 8.6, L.A. 8.7, L.A.  8.8______
Computer Technology SOL: __ISTE grades 6-8: 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9_
Objectives:  

Students will identify the key attributes of the “6 + 1” Writing Traits.  Working individually and in groups, students will develop and deliver oral presentations for each trait. The student will use digital pictures, microphones, and other technological hardware and software in their presentations. Students will use these presentations to teach the “6 + 1” writing traits to sixth grade students. Finally, students will evaluate the effectiveness of their presentations.
Resources and Materials needed for content and technology integration (Include teaching tools and assessment tools, software, hardware, reference books, objects)
Content Resources:  

6 + 1 Writing Traits by Ruth Culham (Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, ©2003)
Creating Writers through 6-Trait Writing Assessment and Instruction by Vicki Spandel (Allyn & Bacon, 4th edition, 2004)
Using Picture Books to Teach the Traits by Ruth Culham (Scholastic Teaching Resources, 2004)
Writing Trait Posters

Construction Paper

Markers

Children’s books

Project Rubric
Technology Resources:

Kodak Easyshare digital cameras CX7330 (6)
Microphones (2) for voice-overs

Picasa (photo editing software)

MS Powerpoint
Compaq Desktop computers with Windows XP
Focus and Review of previous work/knowledge:

Students have received explicit instruction in the writing process with emphasis on composing, written expression, and mechanics/usage throughout elementary school and sixth/seventh grades. In seventh grade, students were introduced to the 6 + 1 writing traits as developed by the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory. These writing traits were used for revision and assessment, so students became quite familiar with them. In order to “teach” the younger students with their presentations, the students must be totally familiar with the key attributes.
Prerequisite technology skills needed by students:

Students must be comfortable using desktop computers.
Students must know how to take pictures with digital cameras and download them to the computer.
Students must be somewhat familiar with MS Powerpoint software.

Anticipatory set:

I chose a variety of passages from novels and picture books that demonstrated each of the “6+1” traits. As I read each passage, I asked students to write down which trait they thought was identified. After reviewing the correct answers, I asked students to identify the trait characteristics in each passage and then compare passages demonstrating the same trait.
Procedure for Lesson activities and Instructional environment set-up 
· Instructional environment:

1. Classroom: There are clusters of desks that can be moved easily; this provides some open spaces for larger activities. There are five desktop computers in the classroom; in addition, the teacher has a laptop students can use. Each group has one camera to use. There are only two available microphones.
2. Computer Lab: Once all groups have started working on the slides for their Powerpoint presentation, two days were scheduled in the computer lab, which has 28 computers. 
· Present the problem: The sixth grade students in Mrs. H’s language arts classes don’t know how the 6+1 writing traits can improve their writing. How could we help them with that? 
· small groups to choose one trait  
· plan a presentation using a digital camera, microphone and Powerpoint
· present their final product to the sixth graders
· Share the scoring rubric: discuss requirements, potential problems
· Review technology: camera management, file transfer procedures, microphone use, Powerpoint 
· Establish groups: assign (or choose) one trait per group
· Begin planning in small groups: make 6+1 writing trait resources available; brainstorm
· Groups develop project: take pictures, write scripts, etc.
· Finalize projects: check grammar, etc.
· Practice
· Present to sixth graders!
Technology/Classroom management strategies in instructional environment (lab or classroom, grouping, computer to student ratio, time constraints, alternative strategy in case of problems such as loss of connectivity)
· See Instructional environment above.

· Groups: Students were allowed to choose their groups, as long as numbers balanced. This seemed to work well with some classes and not so well with others. In some classes, students counted out numbers 1-6 and were assigned to groups by the number they had counted. Most groups consisted of 4 or 5 students.
· Computer: Student Ratio: In the classroom, the ratio is about 5 to 1. In the computer lab, the ratio is 1 to 1.

· Time constraints: Our school has 90 minute blocks every other day. Students spent about 40 minutes per block for two weeks (5 periods).

· Alternative strategy: We did not experience any loss of connectivity, except for problems with one of the two microphones. In that case, students alternated their activities, so the good microphone could be shared.
Student projects/products:   The students will work cooperatively in small groups to develop a Powerpoint presentation for each of the six writing traits. Each presentation must contain at least two digital photographs and utilize voice-over sound effects. Students will present their products to a sixth grade audience.
Research-based Instructional strategies:  Visit the web site for examples -- http://www.orangeusd.k12.ca.us/yorba/instructional_strategies.htm
· Presenting students with explicit guidance in identifying similarities and differences enhances students’ understanding of and ability to use knowledge. 
· Identify for students the items they are to compare and the characteristics on which they are to base the comparison. 
· This process will focus conclusions.

· Asking students to independently identify similarities and differences enhances students’ understanding of and ability to use knowledge. 

· Students select the characteristics on which items are to be compared, or select both the items to compare and the characteristics on which they are compared
· To effectively summarize, students must analyze the information at a fairly deep level.
Guided practice and checking for understanding (student activities)

· Other than the quick review of writing traits and technology requirements, there was no guided practice. I wanted students to be creative and not tied to any restraints. All students were proficient at the beginning of the project. They simply needed to analyze and compare key characteristics, then plan and complete a presentation using technology.

· The teacher circulated among the groups throughout the planning and completion of the projects- questioning, assisting with technology difficulties, etc.

Independent practice (student activities):

· The majority of planning and implementation of the projects was done independently by the students. The goal was for the students to synthesize the information, and then use technology to create a unique means of presenting specific information to younger students.

Rubric/Assessment of objectives:

 http://landmark-project.com/classweb/tools/printable.php?rbrc_id=135350
Closure: Students evaluated themselves and their peers, using the project rubric. Students had to explain what they would do differently next time and why they thought they should have a certain grade on the project.
Reflection:  (During workshops, you will leave this section blank; you can complete this after you implement this lesson.)

After implementing the lesson, how will you respond to the following questions?  
Answer these questions in full sentences with the questions – who, what, where, why, how, and when - in your mind.

Translate:  
I taught eighth grade students to put technology with key concepts to create an interesting and informative presentation to teach younger students. Student ability levels vary from class to class. The most successful class had a mix of “gifted and talented” students and average ability students. The lessons were taught in my classroom and in the computer lab, depending on the need of the groups for equipment. 
The classroom is set up to be “group-friendly,” so some students could be working at the 5 computer cluster, and others could be working on art, writing a script, or taking pictures with their camera. In the computer lab, all students are working on individual slides in Powerpoint at their own computer, with other group members working near them for quick consultation.
I learned how to use a microphone for voice-overs- something I had never done before. I also experimented with DVD software, since one group planned an “author interview.” They used a digital camcorder to tape the interview, but we didn’t have the software to download and edit it. The group ended up changing their plans, and they used digital photos with voice-overs.
Triangulate:  assessment of objectives, instructional environment, challenges
The students achieved the content and technology objectives to a high degree, using the project rubric with group reflection. I also used the project rubric, as well as student reflections and my own observation records. The project rubric was somewhat successful, though it could be more specific- perhaps one rubric for the planning and completion of the project and another rubric for presentation.
The students were extremely engaged throughout the project. In fact, many wanted to spend the entire classroom block on the project! Students worked well together, with no behavioral problems. The only problem was the limited number of microphones available. This required some additional cooperation between groups.
This lesson would not have been possible without technology. Certainly, the students might have written reports and read them aloud to the sixth graders, but the level of creativity would have been greatly diminished.

My need to “stay on top of things,” in terms of technology assets, helped keep the lesson objective fresh for me. Because the students came up with such creative ideas and plans, I wanted to make sure they had what they needed to carry them through to completion. The students were very engaged, and, other than the glitch with the digital camcorder, there were no problems. I occasionally needed to remind students to keep their audience in mind or to think about whether they had included all of the key characteristics for their trait.
Transform

Next time, I would change the project rubric- creating one rubric for the planning and completion and another rubric for presentation. I would also like to get the necessary equipment and software, so students could choose to use a digital camcorder if they wanted to. We also have one “SmartBoard” and this might be a useful tool, if we had more access to it.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
