Central Virginia Consortium

Transforming Teaching and Learning with Technology

Lesson Plan with Technology Integration

This is the real plan!!!

Randy Wright

September 2005

Civics

Grade 8
VA SOL:  CE 3 B.  “describing the First Amendment freedoms of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition…”
Computer Technology SOL:  GRADES 6-8 

1. Use content-specific tools, software, and simulations (e.g., environmental probes, graphing calculators, exploratory environments, Web tools) to support learning and research. (3, 5)

2. Apply productivity/multimedia tools and peripherals to support personal productivity, group collaboration, and learning throughout the curriculum.

3. Design, develop, publish, and present products (e.g., Web pages, videotapes) using technology resources that demonstrate and communicate curriculum concepts to audiences inside and outside the classroom. (4, 5, 6)

4. Collaborate with peers, experts, and others using telecommunications and collaborative tools to investigate curriculum-related problems, issues, and information, and to develop solutions or products for audiences inside and outside the classroom. (4, 5)

Objectives:  The student will create a visual demonstration, using neumonic devices, to demonstrate knowledge and interpretation of the First Amendment of the Constitution.

Resources and Material


Content Resources:  Text Book with copy of the Constitution

Technology Resources:  Digital Camera, Computer, LCD projector

Focus and Review of previous work/knowledge:  History of the United States leading to the Constitutional Convention.

Prerequisite technology skills needed by students:  Use of camera, computer, and LCD projector.

Anticipatory set:  Show former students, the current students’ role models, reciting the Bill of Rigths at the Domestic Monetary Policy, Technology, and Economic Growth Subcommittee of the House of Representatives on July 24, 2001.
Procedure for Lesson activities and Instructional environment set-up:  The students will study The Loony Elephants Constitution of the United States, and they will create their own working version through pictures taken by themselves.  They will present these pictures to demonstrate the meaning of various parts of the First Amendment
Technology/Classroom management strategies in instructional environment:

In our classroom setting, our students will be grouped with 6 to group, 6 to a computer.  This lesson will be integrated into a larger lesson on the United States Constitution.  This segment of the larger lesson will be taught in two days.
Student projects/products: 
The students are required to learn the Constitution’s First Amendment’s Freedoms and Rights.  
Research-based Instructional strategies:  Visit the web site for examples – 

www.libertydollarbill.org  is where the students may see the actual House of Representatives Hearing and the words recited.

Guided practice and checking for understanding (student activities)

The students will recite in unison the First Amendment (for that matter the entire abridged Constitution).

Independent practice:  The students will gather in groups and practice with peers. 
Rubric/Assessment of objectives (student activities) (Includes description of assessment and scoring tool/rubric assessing both the content and technology; state how you plan to communicate your expectations to the students) 
	RUBRIC
	Point 

Value
	Self Assessment
	Teacher Assessment

	Picture with captions
	40
	
	

	Clear explanation of their portion of the Preamble
	15
	
	

	Demonstrate a clear understanding, yes, understanding, of the picture
	15
	
	

	Clear explanation of pneumonic device and how it works
	15
	
	

	Clear relationship between pictures and knowledge expected to be learned
	15
	
	

	TOTALS
	
	
	


Closure:  The students will develop the entire Constitution using this method until they perform for a real audience, possibly performing at the Governor’s inauguration in January 2006.
Reflection:  
The students worked as a group to take pictures that reflected the freedoms and rights of the Constitution’s First Amendment.  They were allowed to go anywhere in the building and use any props they could find.  In the end, the students had fun, presented their lesson to the entire class, learned how to use a camera and how to transfer images to PowerPoint.  Because of the high level of interest of the students here at Liberty Middle School, the students worked within their group, asking me for guidance only when they need technical assistance.  Within the groups were students who were often technically advanced.  This made for easy instruction.  

I believe that the students love learning when they feel empowered and in control.  The trick it seemed was to give them direction up front and then the freedom to go at their assignment in their own way.  I learned from them how easily it is to get students to learn when they are in charge.  

As a professional, I am more inclined to have the students use a camera as a tool for learning.  It also encouraged me to use the camera to make pictures for the “Unit Organizers” we provide the students.

I believe the students with less technologically savvy learned from the “experts” and everyone benefited.  Already students are asking when they can use the camera again.

All of the students now easily recite the First Amendment with one student saying, “She can see it in her head.”

For some groups, a bit more brainstorming at the beginning was necessary, but on the whole it was a terrific way to teach.  In the future, I will have a student who is already adroit with technology in each group, and  I will be more apt to quickly turn to the camera and the computer to achieve the goals of my lesson.
